Gorillas' (Gorilla gorilla gorilla) spatial memory in a foraging task.
The spatial memory of 2 gorillas (Gorilla gorilla gorilla) was explored in a simulated foraging task. Trials consisted of 2 parts separated by a delay. In the 1st part, half of the total number of food sites were baited with a highly preferred food, and the subject was allowed to search, find, and consume these items (search phase). During the delay the same locations were again baited. After the delay the animal was reintroduced to the test enclosure and allowed to search through the sites again (re-search phase). In Experiment 1, an adult gorilla was very accurate in remembering locations that had previously contained food at delay intervals of 24 hr or more. In Experiment 2, a juvenile gorilla was also accurate in remembering locations that had previously contained food at delays up to 10 min. The adult gorilla appeared to use a counting strategy during the search phase to minimize the number of sites visited.